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12/01/22 
for United Methodists 

Service of Worship in Simpson Memorial Chapel in The 
United Methodist Building. Thank you. 
       In the United States today, the power of government or 
the State appears to be expanding. Much of that expansion 
seems driven by technology, its use and misuse. 
Unchecked governmental power endangers the citizens 
whom government should intend to serve. Therefore, the 
Church must be ready, willing, and able to stand up, speak 
out, call out, and call down an overreaching State. The 
Church must use its voice and moral authority, in the 
public square, to say No! to an unruly State.  
       Under “V. The Political Community,” the Social 
Principles of The United Methodist Church offer words of 
wisdom and guidance on State overreach: “We...strongly 
reject domestic surveillance and intimidation of political 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  
TO  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 
The Reverend Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe 
Office of the General Secretary 
General Board of Church and Society of 
The United Methodist Church 
100 Maryland Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
December 1, 2022 
Dear Dr. Henry-Crowe: 
       Pentecost grace and peace to you and yours. 
Congratulations on your recently announced retirement at 
the end of this year. You have often worked with 
Lifewatch—especially in hosting the annual Lifewatch 
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CAREFUL  CONVERSATIONS  AMONG  METHODISTS 
 

An earnest United Methodist: “The doctrine of The United Methodist Church will not change in the 
future.” 
A lawyerly Global Methodist: “I have three responses to your claim. 
       “First, thank you for using the word ‘doctrine.’ In United Methodist settings, that word is seldom 
written or spoken. Indeed, the church’s actual doctrine is less often taught or preached. 
       “Second, if by ‘doctrine’ you mean ‘doctrinal standards’—that is, The Articles of Religion, The 
Confession of Faith, The Standard Sermons of Wesley, The Explanatory Notes Upon the New 
Testament, and The General Rules—you are correct. These United Methodist doctrinal standards will 
probably never change. 
       “Third, if by ‘doctrine’ you mean teaching, The United Methodist Church’s teaching on human 
sexuality will most certainly change. The next General Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
with Traditionalists fewer in number, will most probably delete the church’s current Biblical teaching 
on sexuality. Subsequent General Conferences will most probably adopt teaching that affirms the 
practice of homosexuality—and perhaps transexuality. The only question is this: How many General 
Conferences will be required to adopt homosexuality-affirming teaching?” 
 

*** 
An earnest United Methodist: “Throughout the church, there is a lot of disinformation and 
misinformation on the disaffiliation process.” 
A lawyerly Global Methodist: “First, please tell me the names of people who are spreading 
disinformation/misinformation among Methodists, and cite your sources. Second, do you believe that 
United Methodist bishops, district superintendents, clergy, and conference staff are the only ones who 
know the truth about the disaffiliation process?” 
 

*** 
Lifewatch: Never forget that the splintering/separation/schism of The United Methodist Church 
began years ago with bishops who refused to follow the decisions of General Conference—and other 
bishops who did not hold their dissenting colleagues accountable. Later, following the bad example of 
their bishops breaking covenant, clergy and laity did whatever they wanted to do—General 
Conference and The Book of Discipline be damned. God have mercy. (PTS) 
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opponents by governments in 
power and all other misuses of 
elective or appointive offices. 
The use of detention and 
imprisonment for the 
harassment and elimination of 
political opponents or other 
dissidents violates fundamental 
human rights. Furthermore, the 
mistreatment or torture, and 
other cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatment or 
punishment of persons by governments for any purpose 
violates Christian teaching and must be condemned and/or 
opposed by Christians and churches wherever and whenever 
it occurs.” (Paragraph 164A) Basic Freedoms and Human 
Rights, The Book of Discipline [2016], p. 138) 
       A related Social Principle declares: “We assert the duty 
of churches to support those who suffer because of their 
stands of conscience represented by nonviolent beliefs or 
acts. We urge governments to ensure civil rights...to persons 
in legal jeopardy because of those nonviolent 
acts.” (Paragraph 164F) Civil Obedience and Civil 
Disobedience, p. 140) 
       Surprisingly, those two Social Principles apply to 
American public life today. They concern not only the State 
but also the Church. They suggest: When a government 
engages in unjust activities against its own citizens, the 
General Board of Church and Society, speaking The United 
Methodist Church’s Social Principles, should condemn such 
injustices and help restore human and civil rights. 
       Elected officeholders and bureaucrats of the federal 
government, in the United States, are presently expanding 
State power by deciding how to play favorites, how to apply 
the law unequally, and how to punish their political enemies 
and reward their political allies. Here are some recent, 
notable examples. 
●A draft of the Dobbs decision was leaked to the press before 
the decision was officially released. (According to Justice 
Alito, this was done to threaten, with assassination, the 
justices who supported Dobbs.) That broke the law regarding 
the Court. No arrests. 
*Homes of United States Supreme Court justices were 
picketed for weeks. That broke the law. No arrests. 
● On June 24, 2022, the overturning of Roe v. Wade was 
announced. In the month that followed, 92 pregnancy centers, 
churches, and other pro-life organizations were attacked. No 
arrests. 
● The Reproductive Justice Union attacked the home of 
Thomas Brejcha, who is president of the Thomas More 
Society. The police observed, in real time, the crimes being 
committed. No arrests. 
● The FBI has arrested many nonviolent, pro-life protesters. 
Some of the arrested, if convicted, face the possibility of 11 
years in prison and $250,000 in fines. About those arrested, 
Ms. Tulsi Gabbard—a former U.S. Representative (ex-D, 

now I), a Hindu, and pro-
choice—said: “They didn’t use 
physical force, they weren’t 
dangerous.” 
● The arrests of pro-life 
protesters will most likely 
continue for some time, due to 
the work of the Reproductive 
Rights Task Force (at the 
Department of Justice [DOJ], 

which was launched last July) and/or the office of the 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights at DOJ. 
       Taken together, these injustices demonstrate that 
governmental officials are deciding which laws to enforce 
and which laws to ignore, what illegal activities to prosecute 
and what illegal activities to excuse. Before our very eyes, 
the State’s rule of law appears to be vanishing. 
       Therefore, I implore you to speak for The United 
Methodist Church, on the basis of the church’s Social 
Principles, to condemn the violence against property and the 
theft of civil liberties that are currently being ignored. At 
times, the Church must stand up against the State—that is, 
government officials, politicians, and bureaucrats, who are 
acting outside the law and seriously harming this nation. 
       Thank you for your attention and response. 
In Christ, 
(The Rev.) Paul T. Stallsworth 
Editor of Lifewatch ♥ 
 
 

 REV.  DR.  LEICESTER R.  LONGDEN: 
A  EULOGY 
       He was born on November 29, 1946. He crossed the 
Jordan on July 6, 2022. On July 12, 2022 at Lake Harbor 
United Methodist Church in Norton Shores, MI, his family 
and friends commended his soul to God and to the 
Communion of the Saints. Later that same day, at the 
Lakeside Cemetery in Muskegon, MI, we committed his body 
to the ground in anticipation of the general resurrection at 
Jesus Christ’s glorious return. 
       What follows is the eulogy I was honored to offer. 
Because Les was such a strong servant of the Gospel of Life, 
this eulogy is included in this newsletter. --Rev. Paul T. 
Stallsworth 
1. Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court, 
Antonin Scalia, died tragically in 2016. At his father’s 
funeral mass, Reverend Paul Scalia solemnly began his 
homily: “We are gathered here because of one man. A man 
known personally to many of us, known only by reputation 
to even more; a man loved by many, scorned by others; a 
man known for great controversy, and for great compassion. 
That man, of course, is Jesus of Nazareth.” (Paul Scalia, 
“Funeral Homily for Justice Antonin Scalia,” First Things 
website, Web Exclusives, 02.22.2016) 
2. In The United Methodist Church, the general title of a 
funeral or memorial service is: A Service of Death and 
Resurrection. That title—A Service of Death and 
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 Please remember to pray and fast for the ministry of 
Lifewatch on the first Tuesday of every month. 

   
 

“A related Social Principle declares: 
‘We assert the duty of churches to  

support those who suffer because of 
their stands of conscience represented 

by nonviolent beliefs or acts.’” 
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Resurrection—often appears at the top of United Methodist 
funeral or memorial service bulletins. The bulletins’ second 
line usually features the name of the deceased. The third 
customarily contains dates of birth and death. 
       This is A Service of Death and Resurrection. But I have 
a serious question to ask you: Whose death, and whose 
resurrection? 
       This afternoon, the Church, at her best, would answer: 
this Service of Death and Resurrection is first about Jesus 
Christ’s death and resurrection, and then about Les 
Longden’s death and resurrection. 
3. Countless times around the world each Sunday, the 
Church stands, and stands out, by declaring The 
Apostles’ Creed. This Creed speaks pointedly about our 
Lord’s death and resurrection. You are invited to join me in 
joyfully declaring this Creed (which is found at #881 in The 
United Methodist Hymnal): “I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.” (emphasis added) 
       That is the Gospel. The Good News. At the heart of the 
Good News is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ’s death and 
resurrection are the central, main, defining events of the 
Gospel. Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world; He was 
raised for the salvation of the world. Also, He died for each 
one of us to to be forgiven of our sins; and He was 
resurrected for you...and you...and you...to have new life. 
Therefore, today, in this Service of Death and Resurrection, 
we first remember Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. 
4. But second, we gladly and thankfully recall that Jesus 
Christ died and was raised to life for Leicester (“Les”) 
Ralph Longden. During his early years, Les must have 
been visited by the living Christ. Did the visitation occur 
while Les was reading the Bible with his father William or 
his mother Eva? In a Salvation Army prayer meeting? 
During a ministry in the larger community? However it 
happened—instantaneously or gradually—the risen Christ 
showed Les the love of God, his need to repent, the beauty 
of forgiveness, the joyful freedom that comes from living in 
holiness. I will state it plainly: because of the love of the 
Father and the power of the Spirit, the crucified and risen 
Son saved Les Longden. The living God freed Les from sin, 
guilt, and fear, and transformed Les to become the man he 
was created to be. 
       Les was set free to marry and help raise a family. 
During that infamous year of 1968, during a time of cut-
loose pleasure, during a season of de-commitment and no-
commitment, Les was freed by God’s grace to marry Linda. 
Les was firmly grounded in family life. He became a 
committed husband. A father. A grandfather. He was a 
family man, and he lived like it.    

      (Linda, you loved and served your husband to his end. 
God freed you to love him, to sacrifice for him, “in sickness 
and in health.”) 
      Les was set free to study and learn, to read and 
write. He relished learning. He had the book collection and 
the degrees to prove it. From Lewis and Clark College in 
Oregon. From Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City. From Drew University in leafy, suburban New Jersey. 
Obviously, Les did not attend school so he could go to 
football games. He was there to study, to learn, to be 
informed and formed to become a servant of others. 
      Les was set free to respond to the divine call to 
ordained ministry. When God called, Les answered Yes. It 
is a long way from the spiritual rigors of the Salvation Army 
to the institutional requirements of The United Methodist 
Church; but Les made the journey with good cheer. He 
poured himself into each ministerial task that came his way. 
And yet, even while accomplishing much in ministry, Les 
felt a certain longing for his first heavenly home. That was a 
sign of his faithfulness to Jesus Christ. 
      Finally, Les was set free to become a theologian for 
the Church. Les was not guided by United Methodism’s 
two, great, assumed principles: How can I attract more 
people to church? And how can I avoid making people in the 
church mad? Les preached and taught and wrote the truth in 
love. Much of his ministry attempted to move Christians 
beyond their own, various religious experiences toward the 
Church’s faith, and from the Church’s faith to encounter 
with the risen, living Jesus Christ. This caused some friction 
with others, but he was free to minister in this way. 
      The crucified and risen Jesus Christ saved Les Longden 
from sin, death, and the evil one—so that Les could be freed 
from himself, from selfish desires, from temptation, to love 
and learn and minister. 
5. Now Les Longden—brother, husband, father, father-
in-law, grandfather, pastor, professor, brother in Christ, 
friend—has died. He has crossed the Jordan. But Les’s soul 
is being met by the One who first died and was raised from 
the dead. And when That Great Day comes, when our Lord 
returns in glory, the body of Les will be raised and joined to 
his living soul; resurrected, he will live forever. Eternally. 
      Brothers and sisters, grieve. Grieve deeply. But grieve 
as those who have hope. Les has died; but he will be 
resurrected—like the One who has gone before him. 
      In the Name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.♥ 
 

CARDINAL  SARAH’S  

“APPLES  OF GOLD” 
By Bishop Tim Whitaker 
      The Day Is Now Far Spent (Ignatius Press, 2019) by 
Robert Cardinal Sarah of Guinea, West Africa is a prophetic 
critique of the West in the late modern era and a call for the 
reform of the church. While Cardinal Sarah writes to 
Catholics, what he says speaks to all Christians everywhere 
today. 
      The cardinal has a gift for bringing the truth to light in 
the clearest, most succinct way. He demonstrates how “[a] 
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word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of 
silver” (Proverbs 25:11). The following are only a tiny few 
examples from The Day Is Now Far Spent. 
       On warning that the church is being “invaded by the 
smoke of Satan,” as Pope Paul VI said: “We have 
abandoned prayer. The evil of efficient activism has 
infiltrated everywhere. We seek to imitate the organization of 
big business. We forget that prayer alone is the blood that 
can course through the heart of the Church.” 
       On hope for the church: “In the history of the Church, 
the ‘little remnant’ is what has saved the faith. A few 
believers who remained faithful to God and to his covenant. 
They are the stump that will always revive so that the tree 
does not die. However destitute it may be, a little flock will 
always exist, a model for the Church and the world.” 
       On the ways the Holy Spirit guides the church: “The 
Spirit blows where he wills, certainly, but he does not 
contradict himself and does not create confusion and 
disorder. He is the Spirit of Wisdom.” 
       On reforming the church: “What we urgently need is 
to start looking again at everything with the eyes of faith. By 
reforming institutions non-stop, you maintain the illusion that 
the important thing is what we are doing, our human action, 
what we regard as the only effective measure. This type of 
reform, therefore, only shifts the problem.... What is a 
‘reform’ in the profound meaning of the term? It is about a 
reformation. A return to the pure form, the one that comes 
from God’s hands. The true reform of the Church consists of 
allowing ourselves to be shaped by God once again.” 
       On the sadness of life in the West: “I think that people 
do not realize the extent to which all of Western culture is 
marked by this blase indifference to God that gives rise to 
sadness and hopelessness. ‘Admiration is happy self-
surrender; envy is unhappy self-assertion,’ said Kierkegaard 
in his treatise on despair, The Sickness unto Death. There is 
no better description of the situation of the West with respect 
to God. I think that contemporary man refuses to adore, to 
admire, so as not to find his deepest joy in someone other 
than himself. The result is an envious, sad solitude. The 
malady is so profound that it can affect a person’s entire 
spiritual life, turn him away from prayer, and lead to disgust 
with God.” 
       On gender theory in the West: “Gender theory...
morphs into an ideology by affirming the very notions of 
femininity and masculinity are cultural creations that have to 
be deconstructed in order to be liberated from them. It is up 
to each person, therefore, to construct freely his gender, his 
sexual identity.... According to this theory, only what I 
construct is worthy of me. Conversely, what I receive as a 
gift is not completely human. Nevertheless, we all have the 
experience of being born with a sexed body that we did not 
choose. This body tells us something about what we are. We 
have to cultivate our nature and not deny it!” 
       On the Christian view of the body: “Contrary to what 
it proclaims everywhere, the modern world has a profound 
contempt for the human body. It turns it into an object. 
Paradoxically, the Church, which is so often accused of 
making no room for fleshly realities, exists to defend 
vigorously the incomparable dignity of the body. I think that 

Christians, disciples of a God who took flesh, will never be 
able to disdain the human body or to abandon it to the 
voraciousness of merchants or of unscrupulous researchers.” 
       On contempt for human life in the West: “Western 
society is thus harkening back to the most archaic reflexes of 
the primitive societies that claimed the power of life and 
death over children and certain categories of the population. 
Both abortion and euthanasia are new, sanitized forms of a 
silent barbarity. Medicine cannot be the secular arm of a 
death-dealing power. Physicians have the vocation to protect 
life, not to prevent it.” 
       On the condition of humankind in a world of 
abundance and advertising: “Man is materially obese. On 
the spiritual level, he wanders like a poor tramp.” 
       On Christian martyrs in our day: “They are models for 
us who do not experience bloody persecution. They are also a 
reproach for all our compromises with the power of lying. 
They question our middle-class Christianity, which proceeds 
from one compromise to the next so as to avoid any trouble. 
They tell us with blinding clarity: if Christianity makes its 
peace with the decadence of the West, the reason is because 
Christians are not faithful to the essence of their faith. Their 
faces are the true light for the Church of our time. Their 
example is truly the foundation of our hope. They are the face 
of Christ today.” 
       On hope in the midst of a somber diagnosis of the 
modern world: “Hope is not a smug optimism! Since a 
believer’s hope has its source in God, one can truly hope only 
insofar as one has ties to God and is open to his influence. 
Hope is a constant combat. In this combat, the only weapons 
we wield are prayer, silence, the Word of God, and faith. We 
need an uprising of men and women who have the courage 
and spiritual energy to speak and to act, thus sowing around 
them the seed of good sense, truth, love, and peace.” 
       A final word about what Christians must do: “What is 
to be done? You may tell me that this is the way of the world. 
You may tell me that the Church has to adapt or die. You 
may tell me that if the essentials are intact, it is necessary to 
be flexible about the details. You may tell me that truth is 
theoretical but that particular cases escape it. So many 

 

 YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND 
THE 2023 LIFEWATCH SERVICE OF WORSHIP. 

 

*** 
JANUARY 20, 2023 (FRIDAY) 
STARTING AT 9:30 A.M. (ET) 

 

*** 
SIMPSON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

THE UNITED METHODIST BUILDING 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE, NE 

WASHINGTON, DC 
 

*** 
DR. MATTHEW SLEETH, M.D. 

will preach the sermon. 
 

*** 
Organize a group from your church to attend! 



 5 

statements that confirm the illness! Instead, I would like to 
invite you to reason differently.... One must not compromise 
with falsehood! The distinctive feature of fluid atheism is its 
compromise with falsehood. This is the greatest temptation 
of our time.... Instead, each of us can make this resolution: 
the falsehood of atheism will no longer pass through me.... It 
is not about denouncing enemies. It is not about attacking or 
criticizing. It is about remaining steadfastly faithful to Jesus 
Christ. If someone cannot change the world, he can change 
himself.” ♥ 
 
 

A  GUIDING  STAR  IN  THE  STORM: 
GENESIS  OF  GENDER 
by Steven Wissler 
       As postmodern feminist and gender theory are storming 
through American colleges, corporations, and churches, 
Abigail Favale’s Genesis of Gender: A Christian Theory 
(Ignatius Press, 2022) steers through the maelstrom with 
remarkable clarity and tranquility. Her philosophical and 
personal journey started out choppy. Raised in an evangelical 
Christian home, she jettisoned her childhood faith while 
pursuing graduate studies in gender theory and feminist 
literary criticism at the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. As a “post-evangelical,” she taught feminist and 
gender theory at George Fox University (Oregon) for nearly 
10 years. 
       An abrupt shift came when the physical reality of giving 
birth prompted the question: “Am I teaching something 
true—or just b.s.?” 
       That question cracked open her ideology and led to a 
sudden conversion and a radical rethink. Now from a 
Catholic-Christian vantage point, Favale brings an insider’s/
outsider’s perspective to the contradictions within American 
feminism—which moved from winning the right to vote 
based on women’s equality to smashing “women” as a 
category of reality altogether. 
       Accompanying Favale on her journey, readers of 
Lifewatch will value: 
● her commentary on maleness and femaleness in Genesis 
and husband-headship/wife-submission in Ephesians, 
● her advice about handling “trans” pronoun issues, 
● her insights about ministry to young (and old) people who 
are suddenly identifying beyond the “gender binary,” and 
● her caution about the acidic effects of contraception and 
pornography dissolving the meaning of man and woman. 
       Her guiding star through the storm of gender confusion 
is the Incarnation of the Son of God. She confesses that 
embodiment is indeed limiting. The Son of God became 
man, was beaten beyond recognition, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. But this, the ultimate limitation of embodiment, 
became the ground of His resurrection and the gateway of 
humanity’s true freedom. Consequently, Favale counsels 
today’s women—the sex most prone to seek trans 
surgeries—to recover a higher view of female embodiment. 
In the light of God being born as a male of a woman, is 
receiving a female body with the potential of motherhood a 
bad thing—or very good? 

Mr. Wissler is the founder of Lifewatch. Living in Ephrata, 
PA, he continues preparing Lifewatch for press, refereeing 
soccer games, and visiting with his wife Veida, two sons, and 
a grandson.♥ 
 
 

HOPE  FOR   THE  BISHOPS? 
       Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, of the New York 
Conference, is the new president of the Council of Bishops. 
On August 21, 2022, he delivered his first President’s 
Address at a Council meeting. During his address, Bp. 
Bickerton offered a couple of surprising comments that 
provide reason to think that the bishops could have a change 
of heart and/or mind and/or ministry. 
       In the middle of his address, Bp. Bickerton spoke 
about God calling unlikely people to fulfill momentous 
tasks. The bishop noted that Moses is one such example, and 
that there are many more examples in the Bible. The bishop 
applied his Biblical principle to the present: “When the 
[called] persons rely upon their own devices, they fail. But 
when they trust in the Lord’s direction and focus, clearly on 
how God is equipping them for what lies ahead, they 
succeed. It isn’t just about candor, congruence, and a 
willingness to embrace complexity [which were drawn from 
a rather technocratic essay]. I believe it is also about 
surrendering ourselves to the direction of the One who called 
us to this work in the first place. That reality alone should be 
a call for spiritual revival and renewal within us all.” 
       At the end of his address, Bp. Bickerton returned to 
his theme of God’s call and the bishops’ response: “God 
may be calling us [bishops] to a place where we do not 
know how to lead. The potential of that reality will cause 
each of us to once again give ourselves and our established 
methods away and humbly say, ‘I am slow of speech and 
slow of tongue but here I am, Lord. Send me.’ 
       “Similar to the story of Jesus and his disciples in 
Matthew 14, Jesus has put us in a boat to cross to the other 
side. The storm is raging around us, and we are on a boat that 
is being tossed and turned in the wind. We are afraid and 
uncertain of what to do. But true to the gospel story, I believe 
that Jesus is in our midst, calling us by faith to rely not on our 
own devices but stay focused on the call of God to lead in the 
midst of turbulent times. 
       “In the midst of the storm, Jesus says, ‘Take heart, it is I. 
Do not be afraid.’ Church, there is a way through the storm 
and a course that can be followed that will lead us to the other 
side. It will not be done in isolation. It cannot be done relying 
upon our ideas. It must not be done without the power and 
presence of Christ in our midst. 
       “This is the moment. These are the times. Let’s test the 
waters and see what we can do with the power and presence 
of Jesus Christ in our midst.” 
       Bp. Bickerton declared earlier in his address that this 
new direction—“with the power and presence of Jesus 
Christ”—would require the Council of Bishops and The 
United Methodist Church “to begin to make a PIVOT. By 
definition, a PIVOT is ‘a dramatic shift in policy, position or 
strategy.’” 
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       That sounds good. That sounds like a bishop who might 
have been humbled and made “poor” (in the Biblical sense of 
being out of options, save for God) by the denominational 
catastrophe of schism that is now unfolding. If the bishops 
indeed invite Jesus Christ into the United Methodist boat, if 
they listen to Him, if they trust Him, and if they obey Him, 
the raging sea just might calm. We should hope. 
       After the president’s address and after a break in the 
meeting, the bishops turned their attention to business as 
usual—starting with “decolonization” and “anti-racism.” Old 
agendas die hard. Time for the Church’s faith. 
       But still, we should hope. Bp. Bickerton spoke some 
truths. For that, he should be commended. Now, “with the 
power and presence of Jesus Christ,” the bishops can allow 
those truths to challenge the old ways of doing things. Let 
Christ be the Lord of The United Methodist Church. Let 
Christ lead The United Methodist Church. Bishops, step 
aside. (PTS) ♥ 
 

YOU  SHOULD  KNOW  THAT 
● Sometimes Lifewatch is printed on beige-colored paper. 
Sometimes on white. Why? According to our printers in 
Pennsylvania (for whom we are very grateful!), the supply 
chain for paper is unpredictable now—as it is for many other 
products. That supply chain determines which color of paper 
is available for the printing of Lifewatch. Thanks for your 
understanding. 
● For a year or two, your scribe has been writing Pastoral 
Reflections for The Human Life Review website. If you are 
interested in reading one or two of the reflections, go to 
humanlifereview.com and scroll down to the bottom of the 
home page. Look around, and you will most likely find 
Pastoral Reflections. The October 16, 2022 reflection, “Over 
the Post-Roe Blues” (Part II), centers on Karl Barth and his 
exemplary stand for Jesus Christ, His Church, and the 
Gospel—and against German National Socialism. 
● California Governor Gavin Newsom is making his state an 
abortion sanctuary and destination. To drum up abortion 
business, he is placing get-your-abortion-in-California 
billboards in seven states with laws that protect unborn 
children from abortion. One billboard reads: “NEED AN 
ABORTION?/CALIFORNIA IS READY TO HELP./Learn 
more at abortion.ca.gov/‘Love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no greater commandment than these.’ -Mark 12:31/
PAID FOR BY NEWSOM FOR CALIFORNIA 
GOVERNOR 2022.” Another claims: “Ohio doesn’t own 
your body./You do./Learn more at abortion.ca.gov.” (The 
Loop/Weekend, 09/17/2022, theloop@catholicvote.org 
reports on Julia Johnson, “Gavin Newsom touts lax 
California law on red state billboards,” Washington 
Examiner, 09/17/2022) 
       Pro-abortion as they can be, Gov. Newsom and his 
friends quote the Bible to promote abortion. (Heard from the 
peanut gallery: “At least they’re quoting the Bible!”) This is 
abortion promotion under the banner of “love.” And that is 
scandalous. Love is not about giving people what they want. 
Love, for Christians, is about sacrificing for the genuine 
good of others—and unborn children are considered among 
the “others.” 

       In Ohio, Newsom boasts that each person is the owner of 
his/her body. In the New Testament, St. Paul writes that “you 
are not your own.” (I Corinthians 6:19, NRSV) The Church 
believes that God owns us. Therefore, in our living, we look 
to God’s Word for guidance. Then, with the help of God’s 
grace, we trust and obey God’s Word—that is, we do not do 
whatever we want to do. 
       Gov. Newsom helps the Church to recall her teaching. 
Who would have thought it possible? 
● Early in September, Planned Parenthood released its 2020 
annual report. Included was this most disturbing statistic: 
Planned Parenthood performed a record 383,460 abortions in 
2020. That same year, the organization received 
$633,400,000 from government sources. (Steve Ertelt, 
“Planned Parenthood Annual Report Shows It Killed 383,000 
Babies in Abortions, More Than Ever,” September 9, 2022, 
LifeNews.com) We do indeed live in a culture of death. 
● Whenever discussing life and abortion with others, we 
must require that the unborn child always be taken into 
account. The woman, the mother of the unborn child, is 
indeed significant: she is created by God with the image of 
God, with human dignity, and with rights recognized by the 
United States Constitution. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
to raise concerns about her access to healthcare, about 
whether or not she is discriminated against, about whether or 
not she is left behind when compared to the most privileged. 
However, concern for the mother should never be allowed, 
under any circumstance, to erase or diminish concern for the 
unborn child. The mother and the unborn child are two 
different people whom God has created in His image, whom 
God has blessed with human dignity, whom God has given 
rights recognized by the Constitution, and for whom the Son 
of God died and was resurrected. For United Methodists to 
focus on and discuss only the mother, and to neglect the 
unborn child, demonstrates an ideological blind spot and a 
moral accommodation to the Democratic Party. 
● For example, consider the town hall held by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton—senior pastor at Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, KS (the largest United Methodist congregation in 
the United States)—on abortion, medicine, and law on July 
27. (Days later, on August 2, Kansans voted down a proposed 
constitutional amendment that would have removed a right to 
abortion from the state constitution.) Rev. Hamilton not only 
hosted distinguished guest speakers but also addressed those 
in attendance (live and livestreamed) at some length. In at 
least three instances, he evidenced the ideological blindness 
noted above. 
       First, he declared that his task was not instructing people 
how they should vote on the constitutional amendment—
rather, he should lead them to “better understand people in 
different places.” The most vulnerable people to “better 
understand” are those located in the womb. Because their 
lives can be protected or ended, they must be remembered 
and understood.   
       Second, in his talk, Rev. Hamilton noted that 58% of his 
church, who responded to a pre-event survey, claimed that 
“my position is more loving and compassionate than the other 
side.” If the unborn are remembered, if the unborn child is 
taken seriously as a human being, if abortion is truthfully 
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understood as the willful termination of a human life, how 
can a Christian see abortion as “loving and compassionate?” 
       And third, Rev. Hamilton identifies himself as “pro-life 
with a heavy heart, and the heavy heart means that [I have] 
compassion for people who are walking through really 
horrible times.” The “people who are walking through really 
horrible times” are the little ones in the womb whose lives 
are ended, whose bodies are destroyed. Certainly, mothers 
and fathers can face great challenges. But those challenges 
are not best remedied by the intended elimination of the 
voiceless, defenseless little one in the mother’s womb. 
(Thanks to Collin Bastian for his “UMC Pastor Hamilton: 
Abortion Is ‘Gray’ Issue,” Juicy Ecumenism website, 
September 7, 2022.) 
       Rev. Adam Hamilton is to be vigorously commended 
for holding a town hall on public matters in his church. The 
Church is indeed called, by God, to offer witness in the 
public arena on matters related to the public good. Also, 
Rev. Hamilton is faithful to address his congregation, and 
those who would overhear, on matters related to life and 
abortion. Unfortunately, by neglecting United Methodist 
teaching on life and abortion and by ignoring historic 
Christianity’s consistent witness for life, Rev. Hamilton 
forgets the humanity, the God-created and God-sustained 
humanity, of the unborn child. Through the ages and today, 
God has not been and is not now silent on the matter of life 
and abortion. Therefore, we should remember, pray for, and 
protect the little one—and the little one’s mother and father. 
● Stacey Abrams, the Democratic candidate for Governor of 
Georgia, spoke at Allen Temple AME Church in 
Woodstock, Georgia on August 22. She had this to say 
about abortion: “We live in a state that right now has 
decided to take cruelty to a new level. I am the daughter of 
two [United Methodist!] pastors. I have a strong moral core. 
I was trained to read and understand the Bible. And I will 
tell you this: There is nothing about the decision to 
eliminate access to abortion care that is grounded in 

anything other than cruelty and meanness and danger in the 
State of Georgia. Nothing! Abortion care is a medical issue. 
It is a medical decision. And in the State of Georgia, it is a 
dangerous one. Brian Kemp [the current Governor of 
Georgia and the Republican candidate for Governor]—and 
yes, I am going to call his name—is a hard-right, religious 
extremist, who has decided that he knows better than any 
woman about her body, and has decided to make women 
second-class citizens in the State of Georgia in the Year of 
Our Lord 2022.” (from a Twitter video) It strikes this United 
Methodist pastor that aborting a little one is more cruel, 
mean, and dangerous than protecting a little one. 
● “As Maria Cheng of the Associated Press has reported, 
Canada ‘arguably has the most permissive euthanasia rules 
[in the world.]’ Just last year, over 10,000 lives were legally 
taken, an increase of a third from the year before. Patients 
can request aid in dying without informing family members 
and for any reason, including, beginning in 2023, mental 
health issues and not just physical suffering. Doctors, as well 
as nurse practitioners, can raise the topic of euthanasia with 
any patient and are not required to first exhaust all other 
treatment options. Though the government keeps track of 
yearly deaths by euthanasia, it does not have a commission 
to review troubling cases, a practice used by other 
permissive nations like Belgium and the Netherlands. 
       “Next year, euthanasia will likely be extended to so-
called ‘mature’ minors. At a time when so many efforts are 
being made toward suicide prevention among teenagers, 
they will be taught that death is an acceptable way out of 
mental anguish. Horrific.” (John Stonestreet and Kasey 
Leander, “In Canada, Euthanasia for ‘Mature’ Minors?,” 
Breakpoint Daily, August 31, 2022, Colson Center for 
Christian Worldview) 
       Beware of, and oppose, such Canadian policies—
straight out of the culture of death—migrating south. 
Respect and love your family members and best friends—
even when they are failing, especially when they are dying. 
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Love them. Do not kill them. As the Ramsey Colloquium 
In New York City summarized so beautifully so many 
years ago: “Always to care, never to kill.” 
● Professor Stanley Hauerwas of Duke Divinity School 
always has interesting, powerful things to say. For 
example, on an “Everything Happens” podcast with Dr. 
Kate Bowler, that is entitled “Stanley Hauerwas: More 
Life, Fewer Expectations,” Prof. Hauerwas speaks about 
courage: “Remember that courage is not the absence of 
fear, but it is the formation of rightly fearing what should 
be feared. If the courageous person didn’t know fear, he 
would just be foolhardy; he wouldn’t be courageous. So 
the courageous have fear that the coward will never 
know.” 
       Later in the same podcast, Prof. Hauerwas declared: 
“If you need a theory of truth to know that Jesus was 
raised from the dead, worship that theory; don’t worship 
Jesus. Because resurrection is the truth.” 
● Early in a day, National Public Radio (NPR) featured a 
political analyst who criticized Republicans for giving 
too much attention to “culture-war issues” that do not 
make a difference. Later in the day, an article noted that 
the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision had saved the lives 
of 10,000 unborn children. Perhaps the allegedly 

inconsequential “culture-war 
issues” make a lot more difference 
than a guest on NPR thinks. Ten 
thousand lives. Saved. Thanks be to 
God. 
● I know, I know. We United 
Methodists are not supposed to use 
the word heresy. Breaking that 
convention, your scribe is 
compelled to offer this brief 
quotation from St. Nikolai 
Velimirovi (1880-1956), from his 
book The Agony of the Church 
(1917): “All heresy is theory and 
drama.” Then United Methodist 
Bishop Timothy Whitaker (ret.) 
offers this illuminating 
commentary on the quotation that 
his wife Melba had uncovered: 
“There is theory because heretical 
teaching consists of rationalistic 
conjecture and partisan opinion. 
There is drama because heretics are 
devious and manipulative since 
they are not committed to the truth, 
e.g. Eusebius of Nicomedia, the 
meddlesome and wicked Arian.” 
Perhaps a wave of heresy in the 
Church does indeed involve some 
Theoretical Drama Queens and 
some Theoretical Drama Kings. Of 
late, we have indeed seen more 
than a few of them in The United 
Methodist Church. 
● Magna est veritas, et prevalebit. 
“Truth is most powerful, and will 
ultimately prevail.” ♥ 
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